[Origin and consequences of the hypodensity surrounding spontaneous intracerebral hemorrhage in the acute phase].
In the acute phase, spontaneous intracerebral hemorrhage is surrounded by hypodensity, the origin of which is controversial. Its clinical consequences are still under evaluation. Surrounding cerebral ischemia was suggested as its main etiology, but no experimental or clinical data currently supports this etiology. The hypodensity reflects the presence of cytotoxic and vasogenic edema secondary to prolonged contact between hemorrhage and adjacent brain tissue. This would mainly be due to local release of activated thrombin. However, other metabolites released from blood degradation products would also be involved. This edematous process is unique due to its early occurrence (as early as 2 hours), early maximum peak (24 hours), and regression over the next few days. In humans, no definitive proof exists that this edematous process of variable intensity is pathological. No specific treatment is currently available.